
that inform and empower 
youth. With an emphasis 
on education, literacy, 
and economic justice, SEC 
looks to break the cycle 
of inequality through in-
novative approaches that 
offer meaningful oppor-
tunities for vulnerable 
children.  

It is the responsibility of a 
community to ensure the 
well-being and future 
success of every child. 
SEC challenges all of us to 
take on this obligation by 
building supportive and 
inclusive communities so 
every child will have the 
opportunity to flourish.  

Our approach is collabo-
rative and we truly appre-
ciate your trust and sup-
port this past year. 

  

We’re all struggling to 
comprehend what hap-
pened in 2020. While it was 
a devastating year in so 
many ways, it was also a 
time of great introspection, 
fierce realization, political 
upheaval, economic uncer-
tainty, and maybe, some 
hope for our future pro-
spects... Wow! 

This uncertainty provided 
fertile ground for honing 
our focus and scaling 
Someone Else’s Child (SEC). 
Transitioning from a fund-
ing foundation to a working 
foundation, SEC refined and 
clarified its mission and vi-
sion for future impact.  

We are committed to im-
proving the lives of under-
served children by support-
ing interconnected and 
consequential programs 

Chaos & Hope…. 

Teens Focus on their Communities 

In the summer of 2020, 
SEC developed an in-
ternship program to 
address COVID-19 and 
social justice challenges 
in several of Boston’s 
underserved communi-
ties. In collaboration 
with various organiza-
tions such as the Boch 
Center, Boston Explor-
ers, Thompson Island, 
Girls Inc. of Lynn, SEC 
provided financial sup-

port and mentoring to 
these organizations. 
The teens and young 
adults developed and 
implemented programs 
that addressed the 
consequences of 
COVID-19 and social 
unrest in their commu-
nities. Here is what they 
had to say about the 
program.  

2020 Highlights 

 Collaborated with 

over 25 non-

profits globally to 

improve the lives 

of underserved 

children 

 Integrated The 

Real Program into 

SEC to enhance 

our shared em-

phasis on literacy 

 Established a 

community fo-

cused internship 

program for teens 

 Invested nearly 

$500,000 in chil-

dren/teen causes 

Someone 

Else’s Child 

A Most Pivotal Year  

Inside this issue: 

The REAL Program 2 

Help for Children 

with Disabilities 
2 

Covid-19 Support 2 

Holiday Meals 3 

2020 Priorities 3 

Kibera Rising 3 

PEN and Appreciation 4 

January 2021 

 Someone Else’s 

Child 

“How far that little candle throws his beams! So shines a good deed in a weary world.”  

http://www.bochcenter.org
http://www.bochcenter.org
http://www.bostonexplorers.org
http://www.bostonexplorers.org
http://www.thompsonisland.org
https://girlsinclynn.org/
https://www.someoneelseschild.org/in-the-news


SEC and The REAL Pro-
gram joined forces in 
Oct. 2020 to enhance 
literacy education in 
Lynn, MA. The REAL 
Program, with their in-
novative approach to 
education and deep 
roots in the communi-
ty, is an ideal partner 
for SEC as we pursue 
our mission to inspire 
impactful, lasting 
change. Founded in 
2013 by long-time edu-
cator, Jan Plourde, the 
mission for The REAL 

Program is to elevate 
literacy, social-skills, 
and good nutrition for 
underserved preschool-
ers, elementary aged 
children, and their fam-
ilies. Based in the gate-
way city of Lynn, where 
over 35 languages are 
spoken and nearly 40% 
of the population is 
foreign-born, the REAL 
Program addresses lit-
eracy challenges in a 
safe and caring envi-
ronment. The program 
continues to be suc-

cessful because of its 
personalized, service-
learning model. As part 
of the SEC family, the 
program will be able to 
sustain its existing initi-
atives, talent, and rela-
tionships while achiev-
ing its vision of build-
ing supportive and in-
clusive communities to 
foster equal opportuni-
ty for all children. Learn 
more about this im-
portant partnership 
here. 

Nigeria.  

Access Afya makes 
healthcare convenient 
and affordable for resi-
dents of Nairobi's 
slums through a chain 
of micro clinics, diag-
nostic centers, and 
pharmacies.  

To ensure that all peo-
ple have the oppor-

SEC, through a partner-
ship with MIT/Solve, 
provided funds to help 
three dauntless and 
innovative organiza-
tions based in Africa.  

Lifebank combines da-
ta, smart logistics, and 
technology to deliver 
life-saving medical 
supplies, blood, and 
oxygen throughout 

tunity to learn, Open 
Learning Exchange 
(OLE) developed Planet 
Learning, a repository 
of free resources.  

Learn about how MIT/
Solve and SEC rallied to 
help these worthy start
-ups here.  

Inspired by his daugh-
ter, Carlos Periera de-
veloped Livox, an in-
credible technology 
that helps people with 
disabilities communi-
cate. Here is a story 
about Livox’ success 
with the Bullitt County 

Schools in KY.   

SEC also worked with 
Education Modified 

and the DC Special Ed-
ucation Cooperative to 
streamline workflow 
and improve virtual, 
special education deliv-
ery for charter schools 
in Washington, DC, 
helping deliver services 
to students with special 
needs in virtual set-
tings. Learn more 
about these efforts 
here. 

Children and teens with 
special needs and disa-
bilities are often left in 
the shadows when it 
comes to accessible 
resources and funding. 
At SEC, we’ve had the 
good fortune to work 
with some of the most 
passionate and com-
mitted people who are 
dedicated to serving 
children with disabili-
ties.   
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Improving the Lives of Children with Disabilities  

Responding to the COVID-19 Health Challenges  

The REAL Program Joins Someone Else ’s Child 

“History will judge us by the difference we make in the everyday lives of children.” 

http://www.therealprogram.org
http://www.therealprogram.org
https://www.prweb.com/releases/someone_elses_child_and_the_real_program_join_forces_to_enhance_literacy_education_in_lynn/prweb17612534.htm
https://www.accessafya.com/
https://solve.mit.edu/
https://lifebankcares.com/#/home
https://www.ole.org/
https://www.ole.org/
https://solve.mit.edu/articles/social-entrepreneurship-in-the-face-of-covid-19-and-how-you-can-help?utm_source=MIT+Solve&utm_campaign=3878f43514-MEMBER_NEWSLETTER_04_30_20_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_66eabb650a-3878f43514-62371453&mc_cid=3878f43514
https://livox.com.br/en/
https://www.wlky.com/article/bullitt-county-schools-get-groundbreaking-technology-for-special-needs-students/30983317
https://www.educationmodified.com/
https://www.specialedcoop.org/
https://www.specialedcoop.org/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/education-modified-and-dc-charter-schools-to-put-special-education-online-301091003.html


SEC, in concert with Girls Inc. of 
Lynn, Boston Explorers, and The 
REAL Program assembled and 
distributed over 200 holiday 
meals to Boston area families. 
With recent economic challeng-
es exacerbated by COVID-19 
food insecurity is at an all-time 
high. Meals were distributed 
both at Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas. 

Sadly, right now the need is 
great and we so appreciate our 
partners, supporters and volun-
teers who helped make this meal 
program a success. 

Nairobi’s Kibera slum. 
Since the program was 
established in 2018, 
more than 150 children 
and young adults from 
Kenya, Tanzania, Rwan-
da, Congo and Uganda 
have participated.  

In 2021, in order to 
deepen our impact in 
the community and in 
conjunction with our 

For the past two years, 
SEC has supported 
Capoeira Kibera, a 
community-based pro-
gram that uses the Afro
-Brazilian martial art of 
Capoeira Angola to 
impart critical life skills, 
professional develop-
ment training and al-
ternative life choices to 
youth ages 8 – 25 in 

local Kenyan partners, 
we are expanding the 
program, increasing 
the number of chil-
dren/teens we serve by 
renting a studio that 
will support up to 35 
students per class (up 
from 15). In addition, 
the program will now 
include a support pro-
gram for teen girls.  

Top 2021 Objectives 

Expand community 
internship programs 

Integrate & expand 
REAL Program’s liter-
acy scope & impact 

Seek out additional 
opportunities to add 
programs & partners 

Expand “Kids-Helping
-Kids” initiative 

Sustainability 

While SEC is well fund-
ed for providing con-
tinued support, our 
long term goals include  
continued expansion in 
support of our mission 
and creating sustaina-
bility. Your support is 
much appreciated. 

100% of any gift goes to 
support the children. 

All donations are tax 
deductible. Tax ID: 04-
3410208 

In 2021, SEC will build 
upon the momentum 
of this past year. Our 
emphasis will follow 
our mission to serve 
children and teens in 
need. Literacy, learning, 
economic justice and 
support of kids with 
disabilities will remain 
our primary areas of 
focus.     
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Kibera Rising 

2021 Priorities for Someone Else’s Child  

Holiday Meal Program 

“Children are our greatest untapped resource.” 

https://www.someoneelseschild.org/current-programs
https://www.someoneelseschild.org/current-programs


We would like to take this op-
portunity to thank the following 
individuals who provided sup-
port, insight, and inspiration to 
SEC this year. We are so appre-
ciative. 

Jocelyn Almy-Testa                         
Hari Balasubramanian                     
Eliza Berg                                       
Shelly Dews Chigier                                                                                                                         
Jenn Christian                                 
Julia Christian                                 
Kelly Christian                             
Thomas Christian                            
Robert Clayman                                                 
Donna Crotty                                         
Corey Evans                                    
Mary Faulhaber                                  
Deborah Frieze                                   
Jeff Kaplan                                                                                                                             
Alphonse Litz                                 
John MacIntosh                                 
Kelly Mealey                                    
Kathy Mealey                                       
Tom Mealey                                          
Richard Minney                              
Susan Musinsky                                  
Victor Onyango                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Carlos Pereira                                                                  
Jan Plourde                                                                                                                                                                           

PEN has trained 100 
local trainers, reaching 
3000+ teachers, in turn 
impacting 600K+ stu-
dents, who are for the 
first time experiencing 
hands-on learning in 
their classroom. Test 
scores for these stu-
dents have improved 
dramatically with this 
innovative approach.   
 
In response to COVID-
19, and remote learn-
ing environments, PEN 
transferred their STEM 
teacher training into 
digital modules that 
can be deployed 
online. SEC was able to 
support this successful 
initiative. 

We met Heather Beem, 
Founder and CEO of PEN 
through MIT/Solve. PEN 
has a special emphasis on 
the challenges of STEM 
education in the develop-
ing world. Their STEM 
training program equips 
teachers to utilize locally-
available resources to 
conduct curriculum-
aligned, hands on activi-
ties in their classrooms. 
The materials for each 
PEN activity are created 
from low-cost and locally 
available materials.  
  
PEN employs a teach-the-
teachers model, leverag-
ing local networks to 
reach scale. 

Practical Education Network (PEN) Focus on STEM  

Someone Else’s Child 

Diane Christian 

Chairman & Founder 

dchristian@someoneelseschild.org 

 

Michael Christian  

Managing Director 

mchristian@someoneelseschild.org 

 

www.someoneelseschild.org 

 

617-512-0299 

“Kids-Helping-Kids” 

Salim Rollins                                  
Richard Rowe                                        
Sakura Tomizawa                            
Julie Sperling                                
Chris Stevens                                                                
Casey van der Stricht                                                   
Jennifer Zavala                                                           
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