
vancing the economic 
and social conditions 
in the communities in 
which it operates.” 

At Someone Else’s 
Child (SEC), we hearti-
ly embrace this view-
point in our approach 
to philanthropy  and 
promoting opportuni-
ties for youth. In its 
purest form, Shared 
Value challenges cor-
porations to take a 
more thoughtful and 
balanced approach to 
business.  

This concept can be 
applied more broadly 
to all of us in our 
communities. We all 
have a responsibility 
to support and create 
meaningful oppor-
tunity for our young 
people.  

Michael Dawson, co-
founder of Innovators for 
Purpose (IfP)in Cambridge, 
MA, introduced us to the 
concept of Shared Value 
(CSV). Through the 2 Blocks 
project, the youth at IfP ask, 
how much of a difference 
can 2 blocks from the most 
Innovative square mile on 
the planet make? The an-
swer? A lot! The youth of 
IfP are imploring corpora-
tions to provide an equal 
opportunity, not through 
charity, but because it’s just 
good business.  

CVS was first described by 
Michael Porter and Mark 
Kramer in their 2011 semi-
nal HBR article, Creating 
Shared Value. They define 
shared value as “policies 
and operating practices 
that enhance the competi-
tiveness of a company 
while simultaneously ad-

Shared Value Lessons from Innovators for Purpose 

Youth Philanthropy in Action 

For two years, SEC has participated 
in Cristo Rey’s Work Study Program. 
Our amazing intern this year is 
Sophomore Ale Reyes Lemus. Earli-
er in the year and following in the 
spirit of SEC’s long standing Kids-
Helping-Kids initiative, Ale realized 
her fellow students could benefit 
from personal care kits. With sup-
port from SEC, she organized a 
group of sophomores to help com-
pile care kits and give them out to 
students at CRB.  Inspired in part by 
Ale’s thoughtful community work, 
SEC is organizing a formal youth 
philanthropy program in 2023. 

Highlights 
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working founda-
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tion of Boston Ex-

plorers. 

Someone 

Else’s Child 

“While they may be someone else’s child, it the responsibility of a 

community to ensure the wellbeing & success of every child.”  
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“How far that little candle throws his beams! So shines a good deed in a weary world.” Shakespeare 

https://innovatorsforpurpose.org/
https://innovatorsforpurpose.org/
https://innovatorsforpurpose.org/2blocks
https://www.academia.edu/28709520/Kramer_Porter_2011_Creating_shared_value
https://www.academia.edu/28709520/Kramer_Porter_2011_Creating_shared_value
https://www.cristoreyboston.org/apps/pages/work
http://www.someoneelseschild.org/


In 2021, SEC was intro-
duced to Jo Ann Si-
mons, CEO and Tim 
Brown, Director of In-
novation at Northeast 
Arc. “The organization 
was founded by par-
ents of children living 
with developmental 
disabilities who 
dreamed of having 
their children be full 
members of the com-
munity.”  

SEC provided seed 
funding to NE ARC for 

Pathways to Opportu-
nities, an innovative 
program that provides 
training and internship 
opportunities for H.S 
students to work in the 
field of Human Ser-
vices.  

This fall Northeast Arc 
welcomed the first co-
hort of 14 students for 
the Pathways to Op-
portunities mentoring 
program at Lynn Classi-
cal High School. Path-
ways’ students are be-

ing educated about the 
skills needed to work in 
clinical services and nurs-
ing, employment readi-
ness and job placement, 
finance, long-term sup-
port services, marketing 
(including safely using so-
cial media), and residential 
services. The Pathways 
program is a terrific exam-
ple of building community 
shared value in Lynn, MA. 
Here is a link to a WBZ 
story about this innovative 
program. 

a different partner leading 
each session. The discussions 
have been enlightening and 
quite candid leading to a 
meaningful sharing of ideas 
and opportunities. 

The value from these gather-
ings is intriguing and poten-
tially quite powerful given 
the different geographies 
and perspectives.  

Last year, in an effort to spur col-
laboration, SEC initiated its Inter-
national Leaders Learning Circle. 
The leaders of Rungano-Ndota in 
Rwanda, Yiya Solutions in Ugan-
da,  Inuka Cultural Center in Ken-
ya, Rebuild Africa in Liberia, El Ar-
bol in Mexico, and MAIA in Guate-
mala convene quarterly to learn 
together and identify opportuni-
ties for collaboration.  

Facilitation duties are shared with 

historically underserved 
in the entrepreneurial 
space.   

“The US Equity Summit 
celebrated and con-
nected entrepreneurs 
in the 2022 Solver Class 
with individuals who 
would uplift their work 
and help them scale, 
using tech as a plat-
form for safe commu-
nity gatherings and 
storytelling.” 

We recently attended 
the 2023 MIT Solve Eq-
uity Summit in Tulsa, 
OK. This year’s US Equity 
Summit was intentional-
ly hosted in Tulsa for 
its historical signifi-
cance and proximity to 
the communities, includ-
ing 39 sovereign na-
tions. Solve hopes to 
strengthen relationships 
and promote Indige-
nous, Black, and Brown 
peoples who have been 
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MIT Solve Equity Summit - Celebration & Connection  

Learning Through Collaboration 

Northeast Arc & Pathways to Opportunities  
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“When making decisions look to the impact on the 7th generation” Native American  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jo-ann-simons-870b4812/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jo-ann-simons-870b4812/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/timothy-brown-brown/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/timothy-brown-brown/
https://ne-arc.org/
https://ne-arc.org/
https://marbleheadbeacon.com/northeast-arc-and-lynn-public-schools-launch-pathways-opportunities-program
https://marbleheadbeacon.com/northeast-arc-and-lynn-public-schools-launch-pathways-opportunities-program
https://www.cbsnews.com/boston/news/lynn-classical-high-school-northeast-arc-human-services-careers/
https://www.runganondota.org/
https://www.yiyasolutions.org/
https://www.rebuildafrica.org/
https://www.elarbolmx.org/
https://www.elarbolmx.org/
https://www.maiaimpact.org/
https://solve.mit.edu/
https://solve.mit.edu/articles/us-equity-summit-2023-i-hear-you-i-see-you-i-support-you?utm_campaign=US%20Summit%202023&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=252102851&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--I8j9k3pNYZN-8gp9ZTPrICfv7-pQOS_AZcZV3jtvrI2C_k2_HHYRHFodzHav77qusDJlyD72t98U_uA-eN3R78S
https://solve.mit.edu/articles/us-equity-summit-2023-i-hear-you-i-see-you-i-support-you?utm_campaign=US%20Summit%202023&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=252102851&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--I8j9k3pNYZN-8gp9ZTPrICfv7-pQOS_AZcZV3jtvrI2C_k2_HHYRHFodzHav77qusDJlyD72t98U_uA-eN3R78S


This month, we are finally moving to per-
manent space in Dorchester, MA. Our office 
is located in the historic (1904) Pierce Build-
ing in the Uphams Corner neighborhood. 
We’ll be near many of our non-profit part-
ners and the youth we all serve. The office is 
owned by the Dorchester Bay Economic 
Development Corporation. The building will 
be home to many non-profits presenting 
exciting opportunities for partnering. 

In other news, SEC will be bringing long-
time partner, Boston Explorers (BE), into SEC 
as a direct program. Iconic founder and 
E.D., Alphonse Litz, will stay on as an advi-
sor to SEC.  Natasha Wright (pictured) has 
joined SEC as BE’s Program Director. More 
to come on this exciting new opportunity 
for SEC to develop even stronger connec-
tions to our community and its youth.  

support to Livox’s cus-
tomers. Now, Commu-
nity Impact Ventures is 
an investor in the com-
pany. 

In a defining example 
of shared value, the 
Lego Foundation pro-
vided a grant to Livox 
for the development of 
advanced technology 
to benefit neurodiver-

You may remember 
our previous references 
to Livox, the artificial 
intelligence alternative 
communication app 
that gives voice to peo-
ple with disabilities. 
Inspired by his daugh-
ter, Clarinha, Carlos 
Pereira and his wife, 
Aline founded Livox in 
Brazil. In early years, 
SEC provided some 

gent kids. This partner-
ship with Lego  will al-
low Livox to tap into 
the knowledge of neu-
rodivergent kids by 
empowering them to 
become content crea-
tors. It's neurodiver-
gent kids creating con-
tent for neurodivergent 
kids. Harnessing the 
creative power of 
youth to help others. 

Nurturing Minds is a US-based non-profit whose mission is to support qual-
ity education, life skills, and entrepreneurship to help vulnerable girls in 
Tanzania become leaders in their communities. Nurturing Minds achieves 
this through partnership and support of SEGA (Secondary Education for 
Girls’ Advancement), a non-profit organization based in Tanzania whose 
purpose is to improve the quality of life for Tanzanian girls.  

SEGA boarding school serves approximately 280 girls each year. Students 
are selected from 25 different communities across Tanzania. Programs in-
clude entrepreneurship, life skills, environmental stewardship, continuing 
education scholarships,  and “Modern Girl” community outreach. 

Nurturing Minds, SEGA and SEC are partnering with Save the Rain to pro-
vide Tanzanian girls living with spina bifida with a quality secondary educa-
tion. In addition to Save the Rain’s main work harvesting rainwater, the or-
ganization helps children living with disabilities gain access to education.  
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Shared Value Harnesses the Power of Working Together 

Nurturing Minds in Tanzania 

A New Office & Program for SEC 

“We don’t inherit the earth from our ancestors, we borrow it from our children.” 

https://apps.bostonglobe.com/opinion/ideas/graphics/2023/03/uphams-corner-development/
https://www.dbedc.org/
https://www.dbedc.org/
https://www.bostonexplorers.org/
https://www.bostonexplorers.org/alphonse-bio
https://www.bostonexplorers.org/natasha-bio-1
https://communityimpact-ventures.com/
https://communityimpact-ventures.com/
https://learningthroughplay.com/
https://livox.com.br/en/
https://www.nurturingmindsinafrica.org/
https://sega.or.tz/
https://www.savetherain.org/


dren for what is to come 
following graduation. De-
spite an eagerness and 
commitment to learn, even 
students who finish school 
often find themselves lack-
ing the skills needed to 
overcome inequalities and 
secure one of the few avail-
able jobs leading to unem-
ployment and poverty. 
 
Education Transformation is 
Critical. Little Dreamers be-
lieves that by transforming 
education, we can equip 
children with the skills to 
disrupt systemic problems. 
 
“I never knew of any great-
er school than Little 
Dreamers Education Acade-
my. Our teachers are loving 
and check on us and our 
families.”                         
Maharat Muusa (pictured) 
 

Little Dreamers Education 
Academy works to trans-
form the educational ex-
periences of students in 
Uganda. In equipping 
young people with life 
skills, they hope to disrupt 
systemic problems. We 
support their goals of ex-
panding their “Life Skills 
Education” curriculum, 
training new teachers, ac-
cumulating educational 
resources, and building 
partnerships.  
 
The Ugandan national 
curriculum employs rote 
learning which limits the 
development of critical 
thinking skills in learners. 
The education system in 
Uganda already faces 
challenges meeting young 
people’s needs, Current 
teaching methods don’t 
consistently prepare chil-

Transforming Education in Uganda with Little Dreamers  

Diane Christian 

Chairman & Founder 

dchristian@someoneelseschild.org 

 

Michael Christian  

Board President  

mchristian@someoneelseschild.org 

 

Christine Dixon 

Executive Director 

cdixon@someoneelseschild.org 
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13 Years of Fun with Boston Explorers 

If you’re inspired by SEC’s part-

ners, you can support them here.  

For more information: 

kbrink@someoneeleschild.org 

“The highest form of wisdom is kindness.” 

https://littledreamerseducation.org/
https://littledreamerseducation.org/
http://www.bostonexplorers.org
https://www.someoneelseschild.org/donate


Apprent ice Learning  

Shared Value in Act ion  

Father Ken  

Vis it ing his school  in Kenya  

SEGA Tanzania  

Access to Qual ity Educat ion for al l  

Inuka Cultural  Center  in Kenya  

A Vis it  From the Braz i l ian Ambassador  

El Arbol  

Creat ing Opportunit ies  in  Mexico  

“Compassion becomes real when we recognize our shared humanity.” Pema 

https://apprenticelearning.org/
https://www.fatherken.org/
https://sega.or.tz/
https://www.elarbolmx.org/

