
In December of 2023, we 
had the privilege to work 
with the innovative youth 
at Young Man With A 
Plan (YMWAP) in Bos-
ton. They coordinated a 
winter clothing drive ben-
efiting students and fami-
lies at the Shaw Elemen-
tary School in Mattapan, 
addressing crucial issues 
around economic insecu-
rity in their community. 
Additionally, we proudly 
teamed up with Girls Inc. 
of Boston and Lynn to 
provide essential food 
support to families in 
their respective commu-
nities.  

A special thank you to 
Vanessa Plant of The Alku 
Foundation, the Beker 
Foundation, and Daniel 
Sherman for their collab-
orative and generous 
support. 

We often say that when Diane 
Christian founded Someone 
Else’s Child over 26 years ago, 
she was struck by the notion 
that we are all responsible for 
the children in our communi-
ties. Another pillar in SEC’s 
evolving approach is encour-
aging those same children 
and teens to be engaged in 
their own communities. We 
call it Kids Helping Kids; em-
powering youth to engage in 
community-led, charitable 
efforts.   

We collaborated with Ana 
Contreras and the Rafael Her-
nandez School community, 
marking SEC's first interna-
tional Kids Helping Kids pro-
ject. Through the generous 
contributions of the school's 
families and staff, the stu-
dents successfully packed two 
large boxes of supplies for a 
school in Guatemala.   

Kids Helping Kids! 

Preparing for the Summer with Boston Explorers 

2023 marked SEC’s first summer with Boston 
Explorers (BE). You may recall, we brought BE 
under the umbrella of SEC as our first direct 
program. Under the direction of Natasha 
Wright, the campers can explore the City of 
Boston as their very own campground. The goal 
of BE is to inspire a sense of civic engagement, 
adventure and curiosity that will last a lifetime.  

Natasha and the team are enthusiastically pre-
paring for another consequential summer. This 
year, we’re expanding our Leaders-in-Training 
program to not only include working with the 
Explorers in the summer but  also encompass-
ing year round leadership and internship oppor-
tunities. Click here to learn more about BE op-
portunities. 
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“Children learn more from what you are, than what you teach.” W.E.B. Du Bois  

https://www.youngmanwithaplan.org/
https://www.youngmanwithaplan.org/
https://girlsinclynn.org/
https://girlsinclynn.org/
https://www.thealkufoundation.org/
https://www.thealkufoundation.org/
http://www.someoneelseschild.org
http://www.someoneelseschild.org
https://www.someoneelseschild.org/kids-helping-kids
https://rafaelhernandezk8.org/
https://rafaelhernandezk8.org/
https://www.bostonexplorers.org/
https://www.bostonexplorers.org/
https://www.bostonexplorers.org/natasha-bio-1
https://www.bostonexplorers.org/natasha-bio-1
https://www.bostonexplorers.org/join-our-team-1
http://www.someoneelseschild.org/


In addition to our Kids Helping 
Kids endeavors, SEC is focusing on 
three additional areas of youth 
engagement: Boston Explorers, 
Internships, and Youth Philanthro-
py. As the SEC journey progresses, 
it has become very clear that the 
voice of youth matters more than 
ever. Take just a couple of minutes 
to watch our new video on Youth 
Engagement. 

Founded in 2011 and recently re-
launched with SEC, Boston Explor-
ers provides children and teens 
with a dynamic summer experi-
ence utilizing the City of Boston as 
its campground.  

Our recently established Youth 
Philanthropy Program, imagined 
and designed by young people 
using the District C Teamship 
Model, offers hands-on experience 
in grantmaking. This puts the pow-
er to identify critical issues and al-
location of funds at the discretion 
of young people.  

Inspired by Cristo Rey’s Corporate 
Work Study Program and the Uni-
versity of California at Santa Bar-
bara’s Impact Media Program, SEC  
supports the creation of new in-
ternship programs that bring op-
portunities to engage youth in 
mission-driven work.  

community through sports and 
the arts. The organization focuses 
on local arts and culture, compre-
hensive educational opportuni-
ties, child and adolescent rights 
and protection and the renewal 
of public community spac-
es.Travis Ning of the Ward Foun-
dation introduced SEC to them. 

View this moving trailer from Pe-
ronia Adolescente’s soon to be 
released film, Comparsa. 

Peronia Adolescente is a 
youth-led community or-
ganization founded in 2004 
by young local artists and 
activists from Ciudad Pero-
nia, an urban barrio on the 
outskirts of Guatemala City. 
Peronia Adolescente works 
to promote opportunities 
for comprehensive educa-
tion, leadership and civic 
participation to teenagers 
and young people from the 

ties that leave no one be-
hind; training is an im-
portant step towards 
achieving that vision.  

On March 29, 2024, SEC is 
hosting an Ableism Aware-
ness Training. This training, 
facilitated by our esteemed 
partner EPIC, promises to 
equip participants with a 
deeper understanding of 
the Disability Community 
and the issue of Ableism.  

Click here to register.   

What is Ableism? Ableism 
is the discrimination of 
and social prejudice 
against people with disa-
bilities based on the belief 
that typical abilities are 
superior. At its heart, able-
ism is rooted in the as-
sumption that people with 
disabilities require “fixing” 
and defines these people 
only by their disability.  

At SEC, we believe in fos-
tering inclusive communi-
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Understanding the Disability Community and the issue of Ableism  

Peronia Adolescente in Guatemala 

Youth Engagement 
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“The highest form of wisdom is kindness.” Talmud 

https://www.bostonexplorers.org/
https://www.someoneelseschild.org/youth-engagement
https://www.someoneelseschild.org/youth-engagement
https://www.someoneelseschild.org/youth-engagement
https://youtu.be/WnWgm8Y8hTc
https://youtu.be/WnWgm8Y8hTc
https://www.districtc.co/teamship
https://www.districtc.co/teamship
https://www.cristoreyboston.org/apps/pages/work
https://www.cristoreyboston.org/apps/pages/work
https://www.carseywolf.ucsb.edu/impact-media/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/travis-ning/?originalSubdomain=gt
https://www.thewardfoundation.org/
https://www.thewardfoundation.org/
https://vimeo.com/782633652/626c13f25e
https://www.peroniaadolescente.org/
https://triangle-inc.org/epic-training/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScoUnVjnEcPB0WfHDP29vbxfGFz76qd92qUj1xNtg4sSxBacQ/viewform
https://www.verywellmind.com/what-is-ableism-5200530


 

SEC was introduced to Cree Whelshula, Ex-
ecutive Director of kʷu cnxiʔ, through MIT 
Solve. The organization and Cree were one 
of the top innovators in the 2022 Solver 
class, recognizing the potential of kʷu cnxiʔ’s 
solution to address urgent global problems. 

The challenge is that Native students in 
Washington State, and nationally, have the 
poorest educational outcomes by race since 
the boarding school era. Poor educational 
outcomes create barriers to socioeconomic 
stability. kʷu cnxiʔ  aims to improve the 
mental health of its communities through 
implementing rigorous language and cultur-
al programs under the guidance of its Elders 
and support from mental health profession-
als resulting in increased educational out-
comes and socioeconomic success.  

Ben Gilbarg - Steam the Streets   

Hala Hanna - MIT Solve            

Connor Schoen - Breaktime    

Daina Ramey Berry - UCSB      

Will Austin - Boston Schools Fund   

Rusty Sullivan - Sports Museum & 
Boston vs. Bullies 

Chris Hope - The Loop Lab  

What@Risk? is a weekly radio 
show/podcast on WBZ NewsRadio 
in Boston. The show provides a 
platform for informed guests to dis-
cuss an array of current social, eco-
nomic, environmental, cultural, and 
business topics. Our guests explore 
solutions to challenges in this 
sometimes fractured and uncertain 
time. The broadcast has featured 
several SEC partners. Check out 
their thoughtful discussions on 
these iHeart podcasts. 

Hyde Square Task Force (HSTF) has a mission to “amplify the power, 
creativity, and voices of youth, connecting them to Afro-Latin culture 
and heritage so they can create a diverse, vibrant Latin Quarter and 
build a just, equitable Boston.” 

SEC has partnered with HSTF on the Jóvenes en Acción/Youth in Action 
(JEA) program, a year-round program for youth in grades 8–12 that 
combines three components: Afro-Latin arts, education support and 
mentoring, and civic engagement and youth organizing.  

A growing aspect of the JEA program is the opportunity for a small 
number of youth to travel to Puerto Rico alongside HSTF staff. The pur-
pose of the trip is to deepen the young people’s connection to Afro-
Latin arts and culture, empowering them to achieve their personal goals 
and to become leaders within Boston’s Latin Quarter community. The 
2023 trip (pictured right) was termed a “life changing” experience for 
the participants with the ripple effects being felt by the youth, staff, and 
the organization.  
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What’s@Risk? 

Hyde Square Task Force 

kʷu cnxiʔ (We Join In)  

“Let us put our minds together and see what life we can make for our children" Sitting Bull 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/cree-whelshula-931259167/
https://kwucnxi.wixsite.com/website
https://solve.mit.edu/
https://solve.mit.edu/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1248-whats-risk-122709329/episode/ben-gilbarg-social-entrepreneur-co-founder-151463919/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1248-whats-risk-122709329/episode/hala-hanna-the-executive-director-mit-146054435/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1248-whats-risk-122709329/episode/connor-schoen-co-founder-of-breaktime-in-140894930/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1248-whats-risk-122709329/episode/daina-ramey-berry-dean-of-humanities-132551325/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1248-whats-risk-122709329/episode/daina-ramey-berry-dean-of-humanities-132551325/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1248-whats-risk-122709329/episode/daina-ramey-berry-dean-of-humanities-132551325/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1248-whats-risk-122709329/episode/daina-ramey-berry-dean-of-humanities-132551325/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1248-whats-risk-122709329/episode/will-austin-ceo-of-boston-schools-125778435/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1248-whats-risk-122709329/episode/rusty-sullivan-boston-sports-museum-123939487/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1248-whats-risk-122709329/episode/rusty-sullivan-boston-sports-museum-123939487/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1248-whats-risk-122709329/episode/christopher-hope-founder-executive-director-123939486/
https://wbznewsradio.iheart.com/featured/whats-risk/about/
https://www.hydesquare.org/
https://www.hydesquare.org/jovenes-en-accion/


Inuka Cultural Center, formerly Kibera 
Rising, has been a long time partner to 
SEC and was one of our first entrees 
into Africa. Established by Salim Rollins 
and Victor Odhiambo, Inuka is a youth 
empowerment program that uses 
movement arts, interactive knowledge-
based workshops, entrepreneurship, 
and professional development training 
to create expanded life choices for 
youth and communities. 
 
Inuka means “rising” in Kiswahili which 
reflects their vision of uplifting youth in 
marginalized communities. The word 
Inuka holds the ideals of aspiration, 
upward mobility, and self-
empowerment. These are the core 
qualities that Inuka wants its partici-
pants to embody. 
 
Inuka serves the youth of Kibera, Kenya 
through three dynamic programs: Slum 
Dance Africa, Capoeira, and The Em-
powerment Program for Girls.  
 
 

Inuka Cultural Center  

Diane Christian 

Chairman & Founder 

dchristian@someoneelseschild.org 

 

Michael Christian  

Board President  

mchristian@someoneelseschild.org 

 

Christine Dixon 

Executive Director 

cdixon@someoneelseschild.org 
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More Moments from 2023’s Kids 

Helping Kids Events  

If you’re inspired by SEC’s part-

ners, you can support them here.  

“There is a crack in everything. That’s how the light comes in.” Leonard Cohen 

https://www.inukacenter.org/
https://www.inukacenter.org/staff
https://www.inukacenter.org/staff
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kibera
https://www.inukacenter.org/slum-dance-africa
https://www.inukacenter.org/slum-dance-africa
https://www.inukacenter.org/capoeira-angola-center-kibera
https://www.inukacenter.org/the-empowerment-program-for-girls
https://www.inukacenter.org/the-empowerment-program-for-girls
https://www.someoneelseschild.org/donate


The Braz il ian Ambassador to Kenya Vis its  the 

Inuka studio in  Kibera  

The 2024 MIT/Solve Indigenous 

Innovators  Summit  in  Tucson  

Financia l L iteracy Sess ion at Afr ican  

Community Educat ion  (ACE) in MA  

Smart  From the Start  Summer P i lgr image vis it s  

the s i te of the lunch counter s it - in Greensboro  

A new addit ion to the SEC family  

Board member Vetto Casado ’s son , Adrian  

“Education is the kindling of a flame, not the filling of a vessel.” Socrates 

https://www.inukacenter.org/
https://solve.mit.edu/events/indigenous-innovator-summit
https://solve.mit.edu/events/indigenous-innovator-summit
https://www.africancommunityeducation.org/
https://www.africancommunityeducation.org/
https://smartfromthestart.org/

